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with a large number of the enemy, the legions hard pressed and almost held
surrounded, the camp retainers, horsemen, slingers, and Numidians fleeing
on all sides divided- and scattered, they, despairing of our affairs, hastened
home, and related to their state that the Romans were routed and conquered,
(and) that the enemy were in possession of their camp and baggage train.
Caesar proceeded, after encouraging the tenth legion, to the right wing;
where he perceived that his men were hard pressed, and that in consequence
of the standards of the twelfth legion being collected together in one place,
the crowded soldiers were a hindrance to themselves in the fight; that all
the centurions of the fourth cohort were slain, and the standard-bearer
Mlled, the standard itself lost, almost all the centurions of the other co-
horts either wounded or slain, and among them the chief centurion of the
legion. P. Sextius Baculus, a very valiant man, who was so exhausted
by many and severe wounds, that he was already unable to support him-
self, he likewise perceived that the rest were slackening their efforts, and
that some, deserted by those in the rear, were retiring from the battle and
avoiding the weapons; that the enemy (on the other hand) though advanc-
ing from the lower ground, were not relaxing in front, and were (at the
same time) pressing hard on both flanks; he also perceived that the affair
was at a crisis, and that there was not any reserve which could be brought
up ; having therefore snatched a shield from one of the soldiers in the rear,
for he himself had come without a shield, he advanced to the front of the
line, and addressing the centurions by name, and encouraging the rest of
the soldiers, he ordered them to carry forward the standards, and extend the
companies, that they might the more easily use their swords. On his arrival,
as hope was brought to the soldiers and their courage restored, whilst every
one for his own part, in the sight x>f his general, desired to exert lu> utmost
energy, the impetuosity of the enemy was a little checked.
Caesar, when he perceived that the seventh legion, which stood close
by him, was also hard pressed by the enemy, directed the tribunes of the
soldiers to effect a junction of the legions gradually, and make their charge
upon the enemy with a double front; which having been done, since they
brought assistance the one to the other, nor feared lest their rear should
be surrounded by the enemy, they began to stand their ground more boldly,
and to fight more courageously. In the mean time, the soldiers of the two
legions which had been in the rear of the army, as a guard for the baggage
train, upon the battle being reported to them, quickened their pace, and
were seen by the enemy on the top of the hill; and Titus Labienus, hav-
ing gained possession of the camp of the enemy, and observed from the
higher ground what was going on in our camp, sent the tenth legion as
a relief to our men, who, when they had learned from the flight of the horse
ani the sutlers in what position the affair was, and in how great danger
the camp and the legion and the commander were involved, left undone
nothing (which tended) to despatch.
By their arrival, so great a change of matters was made, that our men,
even those who had fallen down exhausted with wounds, leaned on their
shields* and renewed the fight: then the camp retainers, though unarmed,
seeing the enemy completely dismayed, attacked (them though) armed; the
horsemen too, that they might by their valour blot out the disgrace of
their flight, thrust themselves before the legionary soldiers in all parts of
the battle. But the enemy, even in the last hope of safety, displayed
such great courage that when the foremost of them had fallen, the next
stood upon them prostrate, and fought from their bodies; when these were